
The TIRE REVIEW Dealer Panel
reports passenger tire units and
service dollar sales rebounded in

October from September. 
Final September numbers for tire unit

sales show an increase of 0.5% of 1% in
retail demand over the same month last
year. Preliminary numbers for October
show an increase in consumer tire pur-
chases of 1.4% from September. In the
individual tire segments, broadline and
HP tire unit sales are running about 1%
ahead of 2006. Light truck/SUV tire
sales remain up 1.4% vs. the same
month last year.

Service Dollars
On the service side, overall service

dollar sales continue to run ahead of

last year and are up 2%. But after a
sharp drop in August, both underhood
and undercar service sales appear to
have leveled off. October service sales
were up 2.3% for undercar and 2.1% for
underhood compared to September.
Compared to October 2006, October
2007 service sales were up 2.1% for
undercar and 1.7% for underhood sales.

Dealer Comments
Dealer Panel comments provide help-

ful insights to issues facing tire dealers
today…

• The whole economic situation
speaks for itself. People are scared.

• The tire market is getting away
from us.

• Fuel prices are really hurting us.

• We’re doing more service, but peo-
ple are not buying. They are very cau-
tious. 

• The trend in Michigan in 2006 was
downward and we expected it to go up
for 2007. That didn't happen. 

• With extended service intervals for
maintenance services such as oil
changes we are seeing negative impacts
to our car counts.

Become a Contributor
If you would like to participate as a

regular contributor to this important
study, contact Marketplace Insights at
john@mpinsights.com, or call 530-872-
5568.  TR
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LEVELING OFF
Tire Unit Sales Steady, Service Work Picks Up Slightly
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