
Total retail tire units started off 2007 ahead of last year.
Sales peaked in March, with tire units up 3% vs. March
2006. Final April numbers show a softening in retail

demand, with units up just 1.5% over the same month last year. 
Preliminary numbers for May 2007 show a continuing flat-

tening in consumer tire purchases. Broadline tire sales, after
starting the year off strong, slowed again in May but remain up
2% over last year. High performance tire sales also show a simi-
lar trend – flat for May but up 2% year to date. Light truck/-
SUV tire sales also peaked in March and cooled off in April and
May.

Service Sales
On the service side, overall service sales (in dollars) are run-

ning ahead of last year. Both May 2007 underhood and under-
car sales remain strong, up more than 3% and 4%, respectively,
over May 2006. Final figures for April 2007 service sales were

down from March, and preliminary May numbers show a
slight rebound.

Dealer Comments
Dealer comments lend some insight as to possible causes for

recent sales trends. Many cite rising gasoline prices as the pri-
mary cause of current softening sales: 

• “High fuel prices are causing people to look for economy
tires instead of quality tires.” 

• “Gas prices are hurting the older drivers, who are most of
my customer base.”

Some dealers see a general softening of demand in their
region and other reasons for flat retail tire sales: 

• “Car count is down in our shop and all of Orlando.” 
• “Weak new-product availability.” 
• “We are losing tire sales due to lower prices online.”
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TRENDING DOWNWARD
After Strong Start, Tire Sales Soften; Service Sales Still Up 
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