
Dealer comments and survey re-
sults reflect increasing concerns
over the economy and its impact

on customers and future business. Tire
and service sales at our panel of more
than 100 independent tire dealers nat-
ionwide dropped significantly in Feb-
ruary, and rebounded slightly in March –
but they remain below 2007 results.

The TIRE REVIEW Dealer Panel reports
that retail passenger tire unit sales
appeared to rebound in April vs. the
same month last year. Final March 2008
results for tire unit sales show a bottom-
ing out in retail demand vs. March 2007.
Preliminary results for April show a 1%
decrease in consumer purchases com-
pared to April 2007. In individual tire

segments, broadline unit sales are run-
ning 1% behind 2007, while light
truck/SUV sales are flat. HP tires, on the
other hand, fell dramatically, dropping
2.5% compared to April 2007.

Service Dollars
After dropping dramatically in Feb-

ruary (down 1% year-over-year), both
undercar and underhood sales have
rebounded. Preliminary April service
sales are up from March 2008 and are
now running about even with April
2007 levels.

Dealer Comments
Dealer Panel comments provide in-

sights to issues facing tire dealers today... 

• Economy is in a world of trouble!!
• People are driving on bald tires.

They don't have the money so they let
their tires go. It's really a bad situation.

• If we didn't have insurance or taxes
to pay on, maybe we'd be okay.

• Cost per tire seems to go up $6 per
quarter.

• Money is tight. People are only buy-
ing what that they need. Nothing extra
at all.

Become a Contributor
If you would like to participate as a

regular contributor to this important
study, contact Marketplace Insights at
john@mpinsights.com, or call 530-872-
5568.  TR
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UPS AND DOWNS
Passenger Tire Sales Rebound, HP Tire Sales Drop
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